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Selangor to enforce Strata
Management Act next year

SHAH ALAM: The state government
has agreed to cooperate with the
Federal government to implement
the Strata Management Act 2013
(Act 757) by January next year.

Selangor Menteri Besar Mohamed

Azmin Ali said yesterday the standard-
isation of the Act would protect the

1

rights of the buyers, owners and res-
idents of strata buildings in the state.

The new Act, which include the

formation of the Strata Management
Tribunal and increasing the number
of penalties from 10 to 30 sections, 1S
expected to help overcome the
weaknesses and grey areas of the
former guidelines.

The new Act will replace the
Building and Common Property
(Maintenance and Management)
Act 2007 (Act 663) and Strata Titles
Act 1985 (Act 318).
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at the Hospital Management
Asia (HMA) 2014,

A memorable moment that bodes well with MAA Medicare’s 20th Anniversary; being the first
Non Profit Organization, and the only Malaysian organization to win this year’s GOLD AWARD.

From,
The Management & Staff
of

MAA GROUP BERHAD

(471403-A)

winning the GOLD AWARD

Decline in
ailfis
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PROTECTION NEEDED:

In

operators fishing them to extinction

T.N. ALAGESH
ROMPIN
news@nst.com.my

VERY year, hundreds. of
anglers from around the
world will flock to Kuala
Rompin here to participate in the

- offshore “catch and release” Roy-

al Pahang Billfish International
Challenge (RPRIC).

However, the annual event
could soon come to an end as
sailfish, or scientifically known
as “Istiophorus platypterus”,is in
danger of extinction due to ir-
responsible trawler operators.

Known for its sail-like dorsal
fin and pointed bill, the species
has seen a noticeable decline in
the east coast, where it is pro-
cessed into keropok lekor (soft

fish crackers) and fertiliser.

Pahang Tourism Ministry of-

. fice director Edros Yahya said

they had received complaints
from anglers and boat operators

about commercial fishermen, in-
cluding foreigners, frequently

landing the sailfish.

He said some of the com-
plainants had submitted pic-
tures of saiifish being loaded on-
to pick-up trucks and of fish-
ermen arranging the dead fish.

“This is worrying as the species

could be wiped out from our

waters if this continues.

“A drop in sailfish numbers
will jeopardise the tourism in-
dustry and RPBIC, which is listed

as a qualifying round for the
International Game Fish Asso-
ciation Offshore World Cham-
pionship in Cabo San Lucas,
Mexico.”

Edros said the tourism sector
raked in RM10 million annually
from sailfish enthusiasts, includ-
ing those who join the RPBIC .

Although the sailfish is not an
endangered species, he hoped
that more stringent measures
could be taken to protect them.

Rompin member of parlia-
ment Tan Sri Jamaludin Jarjis
had previously voiced his con-
cern on the matter, while Min-
ister in the Prime Minister’'s De-
partment Datuk Seri Shahidan
Kassim was quoted as saying the
Malaysian Maritime Enforce-
ment Agency would station its
personnel in Kuala Rompin.,

Boat operator Denis Lee said
the authorities should step up
efforts to protect the sailfish as
without them, Kuala Rompin
would suffer a drop in visitors
and professional anglers. He
added that the catch was 50 per
cent lower compared with the
previous year at the recent RP-
BIC.

Jason Lee, 45, of Mersing said
the government should gazette a
sailfish sanctuary or declare the
fish a protected species.

According to him, boat opet-
ators here had already embarked
on a nationwide campaign to
save the sailfish.
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