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inthe British medical journal
‘he Lancet, obesity became a big-
er public-health problem than

i - aunger.
N AN ’ _ C & a r l a e 0 r a n Today, according to the latest
b S B ditiﬂﬂ of the study, more than 2.1

E have been repeatedly

that people are not burdened by
the Goods and Services Tax (GST).
However, much is unclear, and
many are still searching for an-
swers on GST-related items and
services.

As head of a non-governmental
organisation (NGO), I wish to
point out the huge burden that
falls on NGOs, which cannot reg-
ister with the Customs Depart-
~ant, as we have no income.

ﬁu}:@ld‘ that the government
is committed to ensuring

We provide highly subsidised
dialysis treatment to needy kidney

patients. Most of our patients are

referred to us by government hos-

pitals, as they cannot afford life-

long treatment at private centres.
The subsidy of RM50 per patient
per treatment has not been in-
creased since its implementation
in 2002. |

While we are committed to help-
ing these patients, the irony of it is
that we are burdened with the
input tax from everyone around
us, from medical suppliers and

porters. It is not j
cent that we worry

villion people — nearly 30 per cent

S )f the global population — are
distributors to ver dwerwelght or obese. That is nearly
“wa and a half times the number of *
Refar ring to th adults and children who are un- .

an medical disposgyp. gy about five per cent of
and drugs, Whmh ar‘ﬂeaths worldwide.

€d, we note that ¢ rpiq vrigis is not just a IJI'ESSiﬂg
related to dialysis health toncern; it is also a threat to
not exempted We fthe glnhal economy. The total eco-
additional six per omic impact of obesity is about
portation, for Whickygg (/ijion (RM7.3 trillion) a year,
recently increased. . 5 g rer cent of world gross do-
jected to six per CeN Ltic product — roughly equiv-
chases of daily item §,; , the economic damage
those related to was ed by smoking or armed vi-
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