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More budget needed for healthcare

BREAKDOWN: Time
to increase medical

cost at government
hospitals’
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ATy agEns Leomumy

NY reduction in the public

sector's healthcare budget al-

fon can lead 1o 4 breoak-
dow In services.

Former president of the Malaysian
Medical Association Professor
Datuk Dr MLES. Tharmaseelan said
as it was, the ack of hospitals, beds
and inadegquate funding was alresdy
ar a worrying level.

“There will be a breakdown and
healthcare will become chantic, un-
less there 5 an Increase in alloca-
tion,

=1 hope this budget (the 2007 Bud-
get) will see a new trend. with

healtheare being given due Impor-
mnce by increasing the budget al-
location,” he told the MNew Srroins
Times yesterday,

Dr Tharmaseclan sald according
1o the Health Ministry's Health
Facts 2016, 143 public hosplials,
including nine Special Medical
Institutions, had 41.389 beds
caterdng to 2526195 admissions,
while 183 private hospitals had
12963 beds catering to 1,064,718 ad-
missions.

The lack of hospials, beds and,
most importantly, budget made bal-

ancing the nesds of patlents an
onerous task for the ministry, he
sald.

“Many of the hospitals, especially
the older ones, are in dire need of
renovation.

“As much as the min-
Istry putsuja stole front
avowing there is sulffi-
clent drugs and con-
sumahies, it s a known
fact in public hospimls
that they run dry before
the last quarter of the
year.

“While more new hos-
pitak need © be built,
the older ones are in
need of urgent refir-
hishment.

*Though the budget.
in reality, may not be in-
creased so much. the
government must at
least increase revenue inthe Health
Ministry.”

In the 2016 Budget, RM23,031 bil-
lion was allocated for the public
health sector. This was RM269 mil-

Tharmaseelan

llon less than the allocation for last
year,

Dr Tharmaseeian said it was time
to incresse reatment and medicnl
oot 4t government hospitals to rea-
sonable levels to improve healthcare
furthier.

*Charging BMI for any
treatment Is probably
unheard of anywhere
else in the worid. The
charges need o be in-
creased. It will be per-
celved as unpalatable,
but even parking fées
cost much more,”

Pr Tharmnseslan also
sald now might be the
right time o impose 3
SUFAT tax on sugary (ood
and drinks.

=A lot of health prob-
lemns are caused by in-
creased sugar intake —
diabetes, hypenension and heart
divegse

“These, along with the “sin tax’
(tax on items considered undesir-
able or harmiul, such as alcohol or

tobacco) collected for tobacco and
alcohiol, should be allocated to the
ministry to care forthose afflicted by
consuming these items.”

On counterfeit medicines, he sald
the ministry's enforcement division
needed to be Strengthenad 1o mon-
iror the pharmaceutical industry.

=The number of employess have
10 be increased and lab facilities for
testing also needs 1o be enhanced
and widened.”

Pharmaceutical Asspclation of
Malaysia executive director Ewe
Kheng Huat said the govémment
should target w Increase the “sin
mx” and use it to fund innovative
mriedicine for the people,

“wWe should focus on ensuring
funds are availabie to support acoess
o inftovative medicines. Many pa-
tlents are forced to get such
medicine from their own pockets.

“There should also be good private
and public collaboration work in
creating awareness and educating
the public, particularly from online
purchases to prévent any untowand
incidents.”



